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Baden 
Street 
archives



Rochester in 1896



1903 cartoon from 
Judge magazine: 
“The High Tide of 
Immigration — A 
National Menace.” 
(The Ohio State University, 
Billy Ireland Cartoon Library 
and Museum)



Jane Addams with 
her hand on Lillian 
D. Wald’s shoulder 
in a photo of early 
settlement-house 
leaders. (Minnesota 
Digital Library)





“The friends of humanity start out with 
certain benevolent feelings toward ‘the 
poor,’ ‘the weak,’ ‘the laborers,’ and 
others of whom they make pets….They 
turn to other classes and appeal to 
sympathy and generosity.”

“We shall thus….favor the survival of 
the unfittest, and…accomplish this by 
destroying liberty.”

Yale University Sociology Professor William 
Graham Sumner, ca.1880s



From The Common Good of Civic and Social Rochester, 1913



Playground at 
Baden Street 
(likely 1905) 







Temple B'rith Kodesh
at Gibbs and Grove 
Streets, 1920s 



1898 photograph of 
“Wednesday Morning 
Club” members. 
Miriam Landsberg is 
right of center in the 
middle row.





Sewing class at Baden Street



Emma Goldman in 1886 (right) and in Rochester 
after deportation, 1934 (International Institute of 
Social History and Rochester Sunday American)





“Memorial card for Ida Breiman,”
United Garment Workers Local 14, 
digitized by Rocheritage.org; Rochester 
Democrat and Chronicle, Feb. 19, 1913.





Sketch of the 
original settlement 
house at 152 
Baden Street from 
the cover of the 
twenty-fifth 
anniversary 
booklet, 1926 
(University of 
Minnesota)







Disinfecting streetcars during the 
1918-19 influenza epidemic.



Governor and 
presidential 
candidate 
Franklin 
Delano 
Roosevelt 
visiting 
Rochester 
(likely 1932)



“Prosperity comes from the 
ground up. If the folks nearest 
the ground can be kept 
contented with bearing the 
rest of mankind on their 
bowed backs, as they have 
been doing these thousands of 
years, and not begin to buck, 
you in Rochester may go on 
mildly progressing quite 
awhile, with things not much 
changed. [But] I hope they 
will buck.”

-Livy S. Richard, July 1914



“[C]harity…is ameliorative but 
not remedial. Now the time has 
come for the reconstruction of 
society along such lines as shall 
insure to every man, woman, 
and child the things that make 
life different from mere 
existence.”

Rabbi Horace Wolf 
sermon at B’Rith Kodesh, 
1919 (qtd. in Eisenstadt, 
Affirming the Covenant)

Image from A Loving Tribute In 
Memoriam: Horace Joseph Wolf
(1885 - 1927)



“We are now launched upon 
the second quarter century of 
our own Settlement’s existence 
and in the second third of a 
century of the existence of 
American Settlements. What is 
our outlook?”

-Baden Street Head Resident 
Gertrude Jerdone, 1926

(Image from 1951 Annual Report)



“Nothing could be more 
dangerous, in a land the 
Constitution of which says that all 
men are created equal, than to 
write into our law a theory which 
puts one race above another, 
which stamps one group of people 
as superior and another as 
inferior.” 

Rochester Congressman Meyer 
Jacobstein on 1924 Immigration Act 
(Library of Congress)



“Welcome Neighbor” brochure, 1953



Images from Democrat 
and Chronicle online, 
Nov. 12, 2021 and 
Aug. 5, 2020







Aerial view of Baden-Ormond Area 
after demolition





Dr. William J. Knox and Manuel D. Goldman



“On Wednesday there is to be a 
Chamber of Commerce interfaith 
brotherhood luncheon in my 
honor at which I plan to tell them 
that brotherhood has no meaning 
unless Negroes are permitted to 
live everywhere in Rochester.”

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein in a letter, 
1946 (University of Rochester)



Franklin Florence, Malcolm X, and Constance 
Mitchell, 1965 (photo: Franklin Florence 
Papers, UR); Democrat and Chronicle clipping 
February 18, 1963.



Democrat and Chronicle, Feb. 14, 1969





Democrat and Chronicle clippings, Feb. 1986 and March 1983



Assemblyman 
David Gantt and 
Governor Mario 
Cuomo at the 
Jumpin’ Jack 
Shootout 
tournament in 
downtown 
Rochester, 1990. 





Pamela Jackson-Yelder (images: badenstreet.org)



Buddy Granston and Abe Hollander, through the years





Thank you!
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